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Meet the Supporters

   May was a month defined by momentum, heart, and
6,800 miles of purpose-driven travel for Operation Wake
Surf. Our team crisscrossed the Southwest and West Coast,
bringing the healing power of water and community to
heroes across four incredible stops—Lake Pleasant and
Lake Havasu in Arizona, the California Delta, and Lake
Folsom in Northern California. Each location offered its own
beauty and its own stories, but the mission remained
constant: to create moments of joy, connection, and
renewal for those who have served.
   Across these waters, 43 heroes stood up, rode waves, and
rediscovered something powerful within themselves.
Whether it was a first-time surfer finding balance or a
returning hero carving with confidence, every pull behind
the boat carried meaning. May reminded us that the miles
are worth it, the effort is worth it, and the impact is real. 

P a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  h a s
b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m e a n i n g f u l
e x p e r i e n c e s  I ’ v e  e v e r  b e e n  p a r t  o f .  R o b b y
a n d  t h e  t e a m  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s h o w  u p  f o r
o u r  h e r o e s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  t r u l y  m a k e s  a
d i f f e r e n c e .  B e i n g  o n  t h e  b o a t  w i t h  t h e s e
i n c r e d i b l e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  h a s  a l l o w e d  
m e  t o  w i t n e s s  f i r s t h a n d  h o w  l a u g h t e r ,  c o n n e c t i o n ,  a n d  s i m p l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  c a n
o p e n  t h e  d o o r  t o  r e a l  h e a l i n g .  I t ’ s  a n  h o n o r  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e
o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  I  a l w a y s  l e a v e  f e e l i n g  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s  a n d  i n s p i r e d
b y  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h .  S u p p o r t i n g  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  h a s  b e e n  a  b l e s s i n g  a n d
n o u r i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e  s o u l .



HERO SPOTLIGHT
T R O Y  C A S K E Y  -  F I R E  F I G H T E R  -  A I R  F O R C E

It Takes a Village 
Whether you donate time, talent, or financial support, it allows us to host

free and unique events to honor the heroes of this great country. 
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B E C O M E  A  S U P P O R T E R

   T r o y  C a s k e y ,  a  C a p t a i n / P a r a m e d i c  a n d  C r e w
C h i e f  i n  t h e  a i r  u n i t  w i t h  t h e  P h o e n i x  F i r e
D e p a r t m e n t ,  b r i n g s  n e a r l y  3 3  y e a r s  o f
d e d i c a t e d  s e r v i c e  t o  h i s  c o m m u n i t y .  C u r r e n t l y
s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  “ A ”  S h i f t  C a p t a i n  a t  F i r e  S t a t i o n
7 2 ,  h e  i s  a l s o  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  F E M A
A r i z o n a  T a s k  F o r c e .  B e y o n d  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  T r o y  i s  a  d e v o t e d  f a m i l y
m a n ,  s h a r i n g  l i f e  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  s i x  c h i l d r e n — f i v e
s o n s  a n d  o n e  d a u g h t e r — a n d  f i v e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .
H i s  f a m i l y ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s e r v i c e  r u n s  d e e p ,
w i t h  o n e  s o n  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  7 5 t h  A r m y
R a n g e r  R e g i m e n t ,  S e c o n d  B a t t a l i o n ,  a s s i g n e d  t o
t h e  1 7 3 r d  A i r b o r n e  D i v i s i o n  i n  I t a l y .
   O u t s i d e  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  T r o y  h a s  a  d e e p
p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  o u t d o o r s ,  f r o m  s p o r t s  t o
w a k e b o a r d i n g .  H e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d
m u l t i p l e  r i m - t o - r i m  h i k e s  o f  t h e  G r a n d  C a n y o n
a n d  a r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  m e n t o r i n g  y o u t h
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c h u r c h  c o m m u n i t y .  H i s  l o v e  f o r
a d v e n t u r e  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  m a d e
h i m  a  n a t u r a l  f i t  f o r  h i s  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f .
   I n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b y  h i s  f r i e n d
B r a d  S h a f e r ,  a n  A i r  F o r c e  v e t e r a n ,  T r o y  a t t e n d e d
h i s  f i r s t  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  e v e n t  a t  L a k e
P l e a s a n t ,  A r i z o n a .  N o t  k n o w i n g  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t o
e x p e c t ,  h e  q u i c k l y  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i m m e r s e d  i n
a n  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  t i g h t - k n i t  c o m m u n i t y .  F r o m
s h a r i n g  s t o r i e s  a n d  e x c h a n g i n g  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n s
t o  r e c e i v i n g  w o r l d - c l a s s  w a k e  s u r f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  l e f t  a  l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n .  T r o y
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d a y  a s  b o t h  h u m b l i n g  a n d
u n f o r g e t t a b l e ,  a n d  h e  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  s t a y i n g
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  a n d
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  i t s  m i s s i o n  i n  a n y  w a y  h e  c a n .

https://operationwake.surf/product/donate/
http://www.operationwake.surf/
https://www.instagram.com/operation_wakesurf/
http://www.operationwake.surf/product/donate
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