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Meet the Supporters
   In late 2020, Boatmate was introduced to
Robby through Centurion at the World’s Wake
Surfing event. While already familiar with the
impactful work of Operation Wake Surf,
Boatmate was deeply moved by the passion
and support to those who protect others. 

  

Operation Wake Surf continues its extraordinary journey. This
month, the team departed to Lake Pleasant, Lake Havasu, and
the California Delta River. This March, the organization has
already logged an impressive 5,800 miles on the road,
providing unforgettable experiences to heroes, first responders,
and military personnel. With 20 participants in Arizona and
another 10 in California, the upcoming stops promise
camaraderie, healing, and adventure for those who dedicate
their lives to protecting others.
   Thanks to support from partners like Mello Marine in
California, Knot on Call, and LIG, the mission continues to thrive.
The OWS team truck has received a fresh new wrap by Tri Maxx
Graphics of Mooresville, NC—a company renowned for
wrapping multiple OWS trucks, boats, and event trailers over
the years. Operation Wake Surf is prepared to deliver more
impactful experiences for deserving heroes across the nation.

   Boatmate recognized a unique opportunity to make a difference and advocated to contributing both
financially and through active involvement. Today, Boatmate proudly provides and maintains a trailer
that ensures OWS has the means to serve heroes across the country.
 Looking ahead to 2025, Boatmate hopes to see OWS successfully execute its ambitious schedule of
stops, covering over 25,000 miles and reaching hundreds of heroes. 

https://www.boatmatetrailers.com/index.php
https://www.mellomarine.com/
https://www.knotoncall.org/
https://www.ligrentals.com/
https://www.trimaxxgfx.com/
https://www.trimaxxgfx.com/


H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  

E V E N T S

S E E  E V E N T  P I C T U R E S

F I N D  O U T  M O R E S H O P  N O W

Salute 2 Service

Up Next Merchandise 
 BOATMATE TRAILERS, LLC is a proud partner

and supporter of OWS and our mission.
They also have some nice apparel that is

great for being out on the water. Go check
them out at

https://www.boatmatetrailers.com/ 

Operation Wake Surf has an exciting lineup of events planned for April. The month kicks off
at Lake Pleasant, Arizona, where participants will connect through wake surfing and

camaraderie in a beautiful waterside setting. The journey continues to the Centurion
Factory, showcasing the innovative craftsmanship behind the boats that power these

events, and concludes at Folsom Lake, California.

May 9-10 Conrow TX
May 20th Troy Gentry Foundation -
Nashville

https://operationwake.surf/eventphotos/
https://operationwake.surf/events/
https://operationwake.surf/shop/
http://www.operationwake.surf/eventphotos
http://www.operationwake.surf/events
http://boatmateparts.com/
https://www.boatmatetrailers.com/


C U L L E N  T H O M A S  -  A I R  F O R C E

HERO SPOTLIGHT

It Takes a Village 
Whether you donate time, talent, or financial support, it allows us to host

free and unique events to honor the heroes of this great country. 
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B E C O M E  A  S U P P O R T E R

  C u l l e n  w a s  a  g u e s t  a t  l a s t  y e a r ’ s  3 - D a y  H e r o
e v e n t  o n  L a k e  N o r m a n .  H e  w o r k s  a s  a n  A i r
F o r c e  S e c u r i t y  F o r c e s  m e m b e r  a n d  s p e c i a l i z e s
a s  a  M i l i t a r y  W o r k i n g  D o g  H a n d l e r .  C u l l e n  h a s
b e e n  d e p l o y e d  5  t i m e s  t o ;  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  N i g e r ,
K e n y a  a n d  J o r d a n .  D u r i n g  C u l l e n ’ s  c a r e e r  h e
h a s  b e e n  s t a t i o n e d  a t  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A F
A c a d e m y  i n  C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s ,  C O ,  M o o d y  A F B
i n  V a l d o s t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d
a t  T y n d a l l  A F B  i n  P a n a m a  C i t y ,  F L  w h e r e  h e
w o r k s  a s  t h e  K e n n e l  M a s t e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  K 9
p r o g r a m .
  “ O W S  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  m e  f r o m  o n e  o f  m y
b e s t  A c t i v e - D u t y  f r i e n d s ”  s a y s  C u l l e n .  “ W e  t a l k
o f t e n ,  a n d  h e  t o l d  m e  h o w  h e  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  g o
w a k e  s u r f  w i t h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  b a s e
a g e n c y ” .  W h e n  C u l l e n ’ s  f r i e n d  m e n t i o n e d  t h e r e
w a s  a n  e x t r a  s e a t  a t  t h e  t h r e e - d a y  e v e n t ,  h e
j u m p e d  o n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  
  C u l l e n  g r e w  u p  a d d i c t e d  t o  o u t d o o r  s p o r t s ;
r i d i n g  b i k e s ,  s n o w b o a r d i n g ,  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  a n d
f i s h i n g .  H e  a l s o  l o v e s  g o l f i n g  a n d  i s  a  m e m b e r
o f  t h e  V G A  ( V e t e r a n s  G o l f  A s s o c i a t i o n ) .  D u r i n g
h i s  f r e e  t i m e ,  C u l l e n  s t a y s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  h i s
a c t i v e - d u t y  f r i e n d s  t h r o u g h  v i d e o  g a m e s .      
  “ I t  t r u l y  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a m a z i n g
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  m y  l i f e  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e
f l a g s h i p  e v e n t  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a  b a c k  i n  J u n e  o f  2 0 2 4 ”  s a y s  C u l l e n .
“ T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  h a n d f u l  o f  F i r s t  R e s p o n d e r s ,
m i l i t a r y  m e m b e r s  a n d  v e t e r a n s  c o u l d  c o m e
t o g e t h e r  a n d  i n d u l g e  i n  c o m p a n i o n s h i p ,
b a n t e r  a n d  p u t  o u r  e g o s  a s i d e  t o  b e  t h e r e  f o r
o n e  a n o t h e r  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e .  I  w i l l  f o r e v e r  b e
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  I  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  t o  m e e t  a n d
s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  t h o s e  o t h e r  H e r o e s .  I n  t h e
f u t u r e ,  I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  b e  a  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  a n y
O W S  e v e n t s ” .   

    

https://operationwake.surf/product/donate/
http://www.operationwake.surf/
https://www.instagram.com/operation_wakesurf/
http://www.operationwake.surf/product/donate

