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Meet the Supporters
Phase 5's Vice President of Operations reflects on a
decade-long friendship with OWS founder Robby, which
naturally evolved into a meaningful partnership. Inspired
by the joy and healing that wakesurfing brings to first
responders and military personnel, Phase 5 proudly
supports Operation Wake Surf by providing top-tier
boards to help these heroes drop the rope and ride with
purpose. With deep roots in a family-run business and a
hands-on upbringing in the shop, he’s driven by
connection, innovation, and a shared mission to make
every wave count.

  July was a month of resilience and connection for
Operation Wake Surf. We hit the road hard—clocking over
3,200 miles—to host events across Nashville, Johnson City,
and Tulsa. A rescheduled concert with the Troy Foundation
kept spirits high in Nashville, while Johnson City and Tulsa
saw 26 heroes pulled, including firefighters, police officers,
and members of the Air Force. Each ride honored their
service and gave space to breathe, heal, and connect with
others who walk similar paths. 
   These moments remind us why we do what we do.
None of it would be possible without the gear and grit that
keep us going. A big shoutout to Boatmate for keeping our
boat trailer road-ready—even installing new hubcap covers
on-site in the middle of an event. And we’re thrilled to
welcome a new Centurion boat to the OWS family,
expanding our ability to serve more heroes with every wave.
As summer rolls on, so does our mission—to provide hope,
healing, and one unforgettable ride at a time.

https://www.phase5boards.com/
https://www.phase5boards.com/
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Salute 2 Service

Up Next 

Nominating heroes is a big part of how we find local heroes to bring to our events. If you
happen to know of a hero that you would like to nominate and could benefit from an OWS

event, please go on our website and nominate them. Doing this is the ultimate Salute to their
Service because it shows them that someone really cares about the sacrifices they have
made and still make. One nomination can have a ripple effect that could change lives.

In the next few weeks, we have a few events coming up in multiple states around this beautiful
country of ours. We have events in our home state of North Carolina as well as New Hampshire.
These Salute to Service events are annual events we hold each year at these locations, and we
cannot wait to head back there to foster our fantastic relationships with the local partners and

meet the new heroes we will teach to wake surf behind our beautiful Centurion Boats.

https://operationwake.surf/eventphotos/
https://operationwake.surf/events/
http://www.operationwake.surf/eventphotos
http://www.operationwake.surf/events


It Takes a Village 

HERO SPOTLIGHT

Whether you donate time, talent, or financial support, it allows us to host
free and unique events to honor the heroes of this great country. 
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M A S O N  C O N L I N  -  F I R E  F I G H T E R / A I R  F O R C E

   M a s o n  i s  a  r e s o l u t e  f i r e f i g h t e r  a n d
E M T  f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  S a i n t  P a u l ,  a s  w e l l  a s
a  p r o u d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  1 4 8 t h  A i r
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  i n  D u l u t h ,  M N .  M a s o n
f o u n d  h i s  w a y  t o  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f
( O W S )  t h r o u g h  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  c o w o r k e r ,
a n d  a c a d e m y  m a t e .  W i t h  a  d e e p
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s e r v i c e  b o t h  f o r  h i s  C i t y
a n d  h i s  S t a t e ,  M a s o n  b a l a n c e s  h i s
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  p a s s i o n s
t h a t  i n c l u d e  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d ,
r i d i n g  h i s  m o t o r c y c l e ,  s p e n d i n g  t i m e
w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  o f
e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  o u t  o n  t h e
w a t e r .
   M a s o n ’ s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  O W S  c a m e
t h r o u g h  t h e  T h r e e - D a y  E v e n t  o n  L a k e
N o r m a n  l a s t  y e a r .  “ I  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  s e l f l e s s
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  l e a d  i t ”  M a s o n  s a y s .
“ T h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  l e f t  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t
o n  m e  a n d  I  h a v e  s i n c e  b e c o m e  a n
e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m . ”
T h i s  m o n t h ,  M a s o n  h a d  a n o t h e r
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  a n  O W S  e v e n t  o n
L a k e  A l e x a n d r i a ,  M N ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  a b l e
t o  b r i n g  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d  K a t i e ,  w h o  i s  a l s o
a  s e r v i c e  m e m b e r ,  a n d  s o m e  f e l l o w  f i r e
d e p a r t m e n t  c o w o r k e r s .  M a s o n  c o n t i n u e s
t o  s p e a k  h i g h l y  o f  R o b b i e  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e
O W S  t e a m  f o r  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  w o r k  t h e y
d o  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  u p l i f t i n g  o t h e r s .

https://operationwake.surf/product/donate/
http://www.operationwake.surf/
https://www.instagram.com/operation_wakesurf/
http://www.operationwake.surf/product/donate

