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Meet the Supporters
918 Boats teamed up with Operation Wake Surf in 2024 after
years of trying to align schedules, finally finding a moment
that fits between other events. The partnership brought a
powerful opportunity to honor more local Heroes and 
deepen community connections. Founded in 2010 
and rebranded in 2018, 918 Boats is co-led by 
Hank Spencer and Todd Brooks—have a shared 
goal for 2025: keep growing impact by connecting 
more organizations and showing appreciation to those who
serve.

    Operation Wake Surf has logged over 2,000 miles this
month, but the true measure of our journey lies in the lives
we have lifted. The calm waters of Lake Norman hosted a
collection of 60 heroes throughout the month. The next
scenic stretch took OWS to Lake Winnipesaukee in New
Hampshire, where 20 more found healing through the wake.
Among those heroes were 12 firefighters, 5 police officers,
and 3 veterans—all locals from towns like Salem, Nashua,
Loudon, and Dover.
   One of those moments belonged to a hero with a recent
return from Fallujah. His words echo the heart of Operation
Wake Surf: “My life has been black and white since my
deployment. Since living in the world of boating and surfing,
I now see my life is in color again.” Inspired by his
experience, he began designing and selling T-shirts to help
fund transportation for future heroes—ensuring others could
find the same clarity and joy he did. His story is a reminder
that healing does not end at the shoreline; it ripples
outward, carried by those who have felt its power.

https://918boats.com/


H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  

E V E N T S

S E E  E V E N T  P I C T U R E S

F I N D  O U T  M O R E

Salute 2 Service

Up Next 

Salute to Service initiative was designed to teach veterans the healing power of surfing. At
Silver Sands Marina, Rick Trotter led a two-day event that brought 20 heroes to the water,

each one stepping onto a board and into a moment of connection, courage, and
camaraderie. The Centurion boats program continues to honor those who’ve served by

offering not just waves, but a renewed sense of purpose.

Future events: Partnership focused –
High Fives Foundation - Truckee,

California

https://operationwake.surf/eventphotos/
https://operationwake.surf/events/
http://www.operationwake.surf/eventphotos
http://www.operationwake.surf/events


O M A R  D E L G A D O  -  P O L I C E  -  R E T I R E D
HERO SPOTLIGHT

It Takes a Village 
Whether you donate time, talent, or financial support, it allows us to host

free and unique events to honor the heroes of this great country. 
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B E C O M E  A  S U P P O R T E R

   O m a r  w a s  a  d e d i c a t e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r
f r o m  E a t o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  a n d  c a r r i e s  a
p r o f o u n d  s t o r y  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  s u r v i v a l .  I n
J u n e  2 0 1 6 ,  h e  r e s p o n d e d  t o  o n e  o f  t h e
d e a d l i e s t  t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  i n  U . S .  h i s t o r y
— t h e  P u l s e  n i g h t c l u b  s h o o t i n g  i n
O r l a n d o .  I n s i d e  t h e  c l u b  f o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,
O m a r  w i t n e s s e d  u n i m a g i n a b l e  s c e n e s .
T h o u g h  p r a i s e d  f o r  h i s  b r a v e r y ,  t h e
t r a u m a  l e f t  d e e p  s c a r s .  S i n c e  t h a t  d a y ,
J u n e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m o n t h  o f  e m o t i o n a l
w e i g h t  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n  f o r  h i m ,  m a r k e d  b y
t h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h a t  t r a g i c  n i g h t .
   I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  P T S D ,
O m a r  d i s c o v e r e d  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f
( O W S )  t h r o u g h  a  p o s t  b y  T h e  P a r t n e r
F o u n d a t i o n .  “ T h e  t i m i n g  c o u l d n ’ t  h a v e
b e e n  m o r e  c r u c i a l ”  s a y s  O m a r .  “ W h a t
b e g a n  a s  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t a k e  a  m e n t a l
v a c a t i o n  o u t  o n  t h e  w a t e r  q u i c k l y
b e c a m e  a  l i f e l i n e ” .  S u r r o u n d e d  b y  o t h e r s
w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  b u r d e n s  a n d  b a t t l e s ,
O m a r  f o u n d  c o m f o r t  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e
s t i l l n e s s  o f  L a k e  N o r m a n  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e
c a m a r a d e r i e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  u n d e r s t o o d
h i s  p a i n .  “ F o r  m e ,  O W S  w a s n ’ t  j u s t  a
g e t a w a y — i t  w a s  a  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n
h e a l i n g ”  s a y s  O m a r .  “ W h a t  w a s  o n c e  a
m o n t h  o f  d a r k n e s s  h a s  b e g u n  t o  f e e l
m o r e  l i k e  a  s e a s o n  o f  r e n e w a l ,  i t  w a s
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e ” .

 

https://operationwake.surf/product/donate/
http://www.operationwake.surf/
https://www.instagram.com/operation_wakesurf/
http://www.operationwake.surf/product/donate

