
N E W S L E T T E R  

Mission Debrief

A P R   |    2 0 2 6  

Monthly Update
O P E R A T I O N  W A K E  S U R F  

 Operation Wake Surf kicked off the 2026 season with an
unforgettable first stop at the Vietnam Traveling Wall
parade in Scottsdale, Arizona—a powerful tribute that set
the tone for everything that followed. From there, the team
spent two days on the water pulling local heroes, bringing
moments of connection, healing, and adrenaline to those
who have served. Nearly every branch of the military was
represented, alongside members of police and fire
departments, all coming together in a shared spirit of
camaraderie and appreciation.
The mission continued in California, where more
heroes were welcomed out on Lake Folsom before
heading to the California Delta for two full days of
wakesurfing and community impact. This marked the
second annual Delta event, and it did not disappoint—
offering both returning and new participants a chance
to experience the freedom and joy that Operation
Wake Surf is all about. These back-to-back events
highlight the organization’s growing reach and the
meaningful connections being built across the 

country . As the first leg of the journey wraps up, the team prepares to fly home while
leaving the boat and truck in California in anticipation of returning on May 16 for
another two days on Lake Folsom. This West Coast swing wouldn’t have been
possible without the generous support of partners like LIG Rentals and an incredible
$5,000 donation from Awning Detailers Inc, who also made it possible to stay on-
site in the Delta. With 3,114 miles already behind them—and only halfway through the
trip—the 2026 season is off to a powerful and inspiring start.

https://ligrentals.com/
https://www.instagram.com/awningdetailersinc/
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F I N D  O U T  M O R E

Salute 2 Service

Up Next 

  Operation Wake Surf is all about Salute 2 Service. One of the biggest things that reminds
us and our partners of our mission is to see the smiling faces of all the heroes we have the
pleasure of meeting and sharing our passion for watersports with. The smiles say it all and
keep us passionate and fueled up to spread the stoke all acorss the country. Every penny

OWS brings in goes towards making those smiles possible for our heroes.

May 19-20     Folsom CA                       S2S
June 1-3        Mooresville NC         3 Day Event
June 19-20   Tennessee                        S2S

https://operationwake.surf/eventphotos/
https://operationwake.surf/events/
http://www.operationwake.surf/eventphotos
http://www.operationwake.surf/events


It Takes a Village 

HERO SPOTLIGHT

Whether you donate time, talent, or financial support, it allows us to host
free and unique events to honor the heroes of this great country. 
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   E r i c  f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  b y
c h a n c e  d u r i n g  a  d a y  o f  f i s h i n g  a t  L a k e
P l e a s a n t  i n  A r i z o n a .  W h i l e  g r a b b i n g  l u n c h  a t
t h e  m a r i n a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  h e  n o t i c e d  a  l i v e l y
g r o u p  n e a r b y — o n e  p e r s o n  w e a r i n g  a n
O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  s h i r t  a n d  a  C e n t u r i o n
w a k e  b o a t  w i t h  O W S  d e c a l s  t i e d  u p  j u s t
o u t s i d e .  C u r i o u s ,  h e  l o o k e d  u p  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  i t s  m i s s i o n  t o
b r i n g  m i l i t a r y  v e t e r a n s  a n d  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s
t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  w a t e r  t h r o u g h  w a k e  s u r f i n g .
   A f t e r  f i n d i n g  O W S  o n  I n s t a g r a m ,  h e  r e a c h e d
o u t  a n d  s o o n  c o n n e c t e d  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e
f o u n d e r s .  T h a t  s i m p l e  m e s s a g e  l e d  t o  a n
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  c r e w  o n  L a k e  P l e a s a n t ,
w h e r e — d e s p i t e  h a i l  a n d  f r e e z i n g
t e m p e r a t u r e s  f a r  f r o m  t y p i c a l  A r i z o n a
w e a t h e r — h e  a n d  s e v e r a l  f e l l o w  v e t e r a n s
s p e n t  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  h a l f ‑d a y  l e a r n i n g  t o
w a k e  s u r f .  I t  w a s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  h e  n e v e r
i m a g i n e d  h a v i n g ,  a n d  o n e  t h a t  d e e p e n e d  h i s
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  O W S  c r e a t e s .
   A  f o r m e r  U . S .  M a r i n e  n o w  w o r k i n g  i n  p u b l i c
s e r v i c e ,  E r i c  i s  g r o u n d e d  b y  h i s  f a m i l y ,  w h o m
h e  d e s c r i b e s  a s  h i s  b a c k b o n e .  W h e n  h e ’ s  n o t
s e r v i n g  h i s  c o m m u n i t y ,  h e  e n j o y s  s p e n d i n g
t i m e  o u t d o o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b o a t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,
a n d  r e l a x i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d s  o v e r  a  g o o d  c i g a r .
H i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  O p e r a t i o n  W a k e  S u r f  h a s
b e c o m e  a  m e a n i n g f u l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h o s e
p a s s i o n s ,  b l e n d i n g  t i m e  o n  t h e  w a t e r  w i t h
c a m a r a d e r i e  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n .  
   E r i c  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s t a y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w
a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  j o u r n e y  o n  I n s t a g r a m  a t
@ e r o d 1 7 7 5 .

https://operationwake.surf/product/donate/
http://www.operationwake.surf/
https://www.instagram.com/operation_wakesurf/
http://www.operationwake.surf/product/donate
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